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Coleford Town Council

       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                  Tuesday 29th September 2026
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber
Minutes

Present: Cllrs M Cox (Chair), C Elsmore, S Cox, M Beard, J Templeton
Also present: L Schroeder – Town Clerk (minute taking),
N Choat (NC) – GCC Highways

1. Apologies were received from Cllr R Drury
2. Cllrs M Beard, M Cox and S Cox declared interests in the line marking on Coalway Rd. 
3. There were no new dispensation requests received
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 15 Sep 2026
The minutes were proposed as a true and accurate account by Cllr C Elsmore, seconded by Cllr S Cox and unanimously agreed. 

The Chair signed a copy of the minutes as a true and accurate record.

5. To raise matters from the minutes of 15 Sep 2026
· GCC Highways & Transport LGA Peer Review, feedback received – outcome hasn’t been shared with members who took part in it. It was noted in the improvements that a greater relationship with town and parish councils was needed. Any planned works are on One Network now. NC will show CTC how to access this. It is useful for NC to come to our Planning meetings.
· KGV parking – CTC will have a more active look at this and come back in the next 2 weeks. A conversation with FODDC Planners is needed.
· Bus stop improvements, timetables and display cases – Thank you to Jonathan Roberts for completing this. Bus stop at Lambsquay Rd is done and looks good. Timetable question was raised. NC will ask all bus services and not just Stagecoach.
· Wildflower seeding, Old Station Way – reminder to NC about not seeding the section we own on Old Station Way, as we are using this. End of October to rotavate and plant seed and will grow in spring. Highways will do the strip between the road and pavement both sides of the road on Old Station Way as far as Lidl, and a strip in Broadwell near Broadwell Bridge. Staunton Rd gateway can be done next year.
· High Street Trees – planters that are at FODDC are ready-made and going out at end of Oct. Next ones, once ready, will be placed afterwards.
· Patching works – Market Place – Thank you to NC. It is much better for mobility scooter users now.
· Parkend Walk, Coalway – road surface is fine. Other works resurfacing uphill soon will stop gravel washing down. 
· GALC’s New National Planning Policy Framework Training – to note that 2 places have been applied for. Cllr M Cox will take one place. It will be in the Chamber on 11th November.
· Active Travel planning application – there is an issue with too much sediment and debris built up in manhole for the engineer to be able to accurately ascertain which direction and to where various pipes in and out and going. FODDC were made aware, but haven’t responded or taken any action on this yet.

6. There were no members of the public present

HIGHWAYS

7. To note any correspondence received and make recommendations where necessary
· Staunton to Monmouth road update – it needs doing. GCC will support Monmouthshire, from our side, in getting this done. There is less quarry activity, it’s Suntory lorries and Noble Foods that will be most impacted. Communications will come from Monmouthshire. Diversion will be to Chepstow or Huntley and join the A40 to Ross. CTC asked to be kept informed and will keep working with GCC Highways. NC to check diversion routes and anticipate problems.

8. To update Highways tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
Yellow line to go up one side of Boxbush Road. No update on St Johns Church construction.
Hump on Newland Street to be done next year.
Newland Street culvert – Joe Baker was going to update CTC in due course. Office to ask Joe again for meeting, including re: Poolway.
Newland Street - Dip in road is getting worse. It is nothing to do with the culvert. Geotechnical investigations are going to be undertaken to find out what’s going on underground. There is a geological fault in the valley. Weekly monitoring will take place, but Highways do not intend to close the road. Valley Brook might be using the fault line perhaps?
GCC Highways have finished the programme of maintenance around Coleford, however, there is some patching to do North of Union Rd, near to Mile End Cross.
It is worth looking at West Dean’s Active Travel planning application when it comes out as it could affect Coleford residents too.
The 20 mph change of speed limit around Coleford - Safer roads - will have evening sessions for people to attend. We will be contacted for spaces to host a session.

 PLANNING

9. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Due Date

	P1105/26/TPO
	3 Copper Beech Close, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8FD
	Undertake a 20-25% crown reduction of Copper Beech covered by Tree Preservation Order number DFTPO 183. Remove any dead, diseased or rubbing branches and undertake selective minor structural pruning.
	12/10

	Comment:
We would like more information and an arborist’s report. It also needs to be supported by the FODDC tree officer.



10. To note recent planning appeals and decisions, and comment as necessary
Decisions:

Ref. No: P1559/25/FUL · Greenacres Camp Site, Scowles Road, Coleford
Construction of a new driveway, parking area and associated works. 
Decision: Application Withdrawn.
Noted.

11. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects re FoDDC Local Plan and make recommendations as necessary
a) Conservation Hub – To receive feedback from FoDDC Planners presentation.
There is a meeting at 3pm tomorrow afternoon, via Teams or in person, with Historic England, and FODDC and GCC Planning, Conservation and Climate teams, to look at whether we can do a pilot through the Conservation Hub to improve the entire conservation area of Coleford. There is a new funding pot by Government for regeneration in town centres. This could be aligned. 
b) Timescales
It will be discussed in Full Council tonight.

12. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary: See Full Council for full update.
To receive feedback following latest Steering group meeting.
Discussion will happen at 1pm on 30th September. Following the April update on NDP regulations and August update on NPPF, a lot of what has been done needs to be re-thought.

13. To update re. Active Travel planning application - P1583/25/FUL 
No update received yet, although extension ended yesterday. CTC to chase for update.

14. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
Office to send an enquiry to Freemans requesting an update on status of Poolway roundabout.


Meeting ended: 11:48am


All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
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